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Eco-friendly reef balls memoria

BY LALIRA LEWIS ;
STAFE WHITZR

_ CALABASH—Nancy Pate clutehed pho-
tos of herlate hushand, Allen, as she

and other family members gathered in

the parking lot of the Hurrlcaue Fieet
ﬁqlunv charte:

“The Mn'ﬂu rﬁiﬂem
among three families who zﬂﬂiﬁ‘éﬂ

there April 8 to personalize efernal’
reef balls cast of eco-frisndly cement -

and cremated ashes in their loved
ONEes’ Memory

The following Moniday, the families

headed ot to sea aboard a Hurri.cqn&
boat for -céremonies  mem

balls, archestrated by Eternai Reefs

of Atlanta, were lowered via shrimp

trawler at an artificial reef site in the
OERET,

“This is the perfoct thing we_mulii
have done, because my bashand and
I met scuba diving.” Pate said of her
husband, a “multi-tasking  Marine,
fireman, police officer, disaster plan-
ner, paramedic, EMT and SWAT med-
ie” who died of cancer Jan. 20 at ape
48, ik

“He was what every little boy want-
ed ta be when he grew tup,” Pate said,
adding her husband often sald he nevy-
er wanted to grow np.

“Allen and T used to vacation a
lot—we scuba-dived in a1 kinds of wa-
tera” Pate recalled, remembering her
hushand through an emational week-
end of langhter and fears shared with

b

!-ﬁg.
ﬂmwlnvedonma@ﬂmtmﬁerea’:

friends and ather farml:.r memfrers

taking part in the preparation and cer-
_Bmonies. o
Anytime they “wmuld arge ol“ﬁght '
like married couples do, we would al.
ways go diving, and it would lund of |

take vs hack to where we fell in Tove "
qhe

M.

“E'Bﬂaaﬁlgpv-r'f&t:t anﬁmmyscm_.
and 1 will be a’@kﬁ to scuha,ﬁxve with

him.”
Another reef  ball  memarialized

former Sunset Beach residents Frod

and dean Small and: their beloved

Dachshurd, Penps: The Smalls' chil: | |

dren, Nancy Eelimeder and Jerilyn

Small of Rock Hill S.C. and Jeff
Sroall of Charlotte, and grandson Ray

Small were on h&tmtoaay theﬂ:ﬁn:al
goodbyes,

The thind m&f bsrll pa::d tt'Ib
ute to Michael Brvan Caldwell of
Chatsworth, Ga. ,Whu died lastOmuber
at age B0 :

*If wolronly: }mew how mlmh he
loved water; yow'd add some more,”

said Stephanie Ensley, Caldwell's best -

friend, as ahe joined other friends and
family members miking cement and

cremated ashes and adding memen-

toes to persomalize his reef ball.
*These three famnilies have come to-
gether ta memorialize loved ones who
choze cremation,” explained  George
Frankel of * Eternal® Beels. “What
they're going to do is become part of

gaid, gazing toward one of the,
decorated peef balls bearing.a metal
plague engm*eﬂ with herﬁtmhamﬁ&'

loved ones

Dne ﬁftiﬂae reef balls is lowered into the ocean April 11 from the Predator -

shrimp boat of Shallotte. Memaerial services for family and friends of the de-

'_anébe-malmef

. The concrete reef balls desr:ﬂhéﬁ
E,’EB‘- giant Wiffle balls with their holes

‘designed to provide habitat for marine

life, weigh as miich as 4,500 pounds,

‘according to information mvlded by

Erernal Reefs.
They're touted as an envirenmen-
tally sustainable way to replenish

dwindling ocean reef ecosystems il
once they're lowered onto the ocean <

ﬂwmmemﬂmﬂmﬁneaﬂmm

pany has ever done off the Bm:t_lswmk

Connty coast, Frankel said.

. teased were conducted aboard a Hurricane Fleet fishing charter.

The cement and s the families .

Were preparing were used to cast whet
Frankel said is called “the pearl”
with one to be placed inside each ball.

Family members also could person- -

alize the top of each reef by placing
handprints, messages, seashells and
small mementoes in the wet mixture
that would then be allowed todry -
Come Monday, “we’ll take these

-rmfs out {10 seal and they'll be a per-

manﬂnx pﬂrt of: thﬁ méring Emirun

’SFE HﬁEF‘ZE



Family and
friends of
Allen Pate of
Jacksonville
mix eco-friend-
Iy cement and
cremated ashes
to beused to
personalize an
eternal reef
ball in Pate's
memaory on
April 8. Three
reef balls were
taken out to
an artificial
reef site by
the Predator
shrimp traweler
of Shallotte
the follow-
ing Manday
and lowered
into the ocean
during cer-
emonies, or-
chestrated by
Etarnal Reefs
of Atlanta,
with fami-

lies aboard a
Hurricane
Fleet charter
boat out of
Calabash,
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ment,” Frankel said. “They’ll
be contributing for many gen-
erations.”

The following Sunday, the‘

finished reef balls were un-
veiled as families gathered
once again at the Calabash wa-
terfront for a viewing and cer-
emonies, including military
honors.

Monday morning, at 8 a.m.
sharp, families and friends
of the departed loved ones
headed into the ocean aboard
a Hurricane fishing charter. A
separate vessel, the Predator
shrimp trawler of Shallotte,
carried the three finished reef
balls to the site of the reef sev-
eral miles off the Brunswick
County coast. Frankel said
the site is in proximity to the
Shallotte area.

“Let's go build a reef)”
Frankel announced as the
Hurricane boat left the
Calabash docks and headed to-
ward the reef site.

During the 45-minute ride,

families used flowers to deco-
rate smaller tribute reef balls
that would also be dropped
into the ocean during their
respective dedication ceremo-
nies.

They were accompanied by
three officials with the North
Carolina Division of Marine

Fisheries to verify the correct

location “and that [the reefs]
get deployed,” said Chris
Jensen of the NCDME

*“We have 40 ocean reef sites,

eight estuarine sites through-

out the state,” Jensen said.

- As clouds moved in, they
used a global positioning sys-
tem to locate and mark this

particular site, known as reef
‘No. AR460, prior to the cer-

emony.

Allen Pate’'s cousin, Joy
Coomes, of Owensboro, Ky,
was among family members
who sailed out for the ceremo-
ny.

She said it was perfect for
him “because he loved water,
whether it was the bathtub” or
the sea.

“It’s got me rethinking what
I want to do,” she said.

One by one, as families
watched with mixed emotions,
the reefs were lowered into the
water from the Predator to fall
toward the ocean floor.

“Bye, mom, dad,” Nancy
Eckmeder called as the Smalls’

-and Penny’s concrete reef dis-

appeared into the sea.

After the Predator left, the
Hurricane moved into position
over the reef. Families tossed

flowers and tribute reefs from

the Hurricane’s stern,

Frankel concluded the day’s
ceremonies with the reading
of an essay by John E Kennedy,
“The Sea.”

.. “We are tied to the ocean,”
Frankel read at the essay’s

conclusion.

“And when we go back to the
sea—whether it is to sail or to
watch it— we are going back

from whence we came.”

LAURA LEWIS is a staff writer at the
Beacon. Reach her at 754-6890 or at
llewis@brunswickbeacon.com
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STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA LEWIS . -
Jerilyn Small, center, tosses flowers into the ocean from the stern of the Hurricane as she and -
her siblings, Nancy Eckmeder, left, and Jeff Small pay a memorial tribute to their parents, for- <4
mer Sunset Beach residents Fred and Jean Small and the Smalls’ pet Dachshund, Penny, whose
ashes were all part of the Eternal Reef program and service.



