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Sea turtle to be buried in artificial reef off N.C. coast

The Associated Press

TOPSAIL ISLAND, N.C. -- A Kemp's Ridley sea turtle that died as a result of contamination suffered due to Hurricane Floyd in 1999 will be buried at sea in an artificial reef. 

The turtle, named Dare, died March 10. She will be buried June 7 off Topsail Island in a reef made by Atlanta-based Eternal Reefs Inc., said Jean Beasley, founder of the Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Rescue and Rehabilitation Center, which cared for Dare. 

Eternal Reefs will combine Dare's cremated remain with environmentally safe concrete to form an artificial reef lowered to the ocean floor. 

Dare, who was a member of the most endangered of all sea turtle species, was found in 1999 in Dare County. Though just a year old, she was severely underweight and suffered ulcers and injuries from having been struck by boats. 

Turtle rescue workers had nursed her back to health and were prepared to release her back into the ocean in September 1999, when Hurrican Floyd struck the North Carolina coast and Dare had to be evacuated from a Topsail Island rehabilitation center. The volunteers caring for Dare at their home also had to evacuate and when they returned, they found her tank had broken loose and was contaminated by flood waters. 

The turtle suffered physical and neurological problems after that. Recently, she slipped into a coma after major surgery and died March 10. 

Eternal Reefs and the rehabilitation center say Dare will be the first sea turtle whose remains are in one of the reefs. The remains of other animals have been buried in the artificial fish habitats, hundreds of which have been deposited off the coast in recent years.

