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Please note: Eternal Reefs has appeared on the CNN Television Network 3 times as well

Teen's remains incorporated in 'eternal reef'

PRESCOTT - The sea always held a strong pull on Jan Gallagher's family. But that was nothing compared to the intensely personal bond the family now has with the sea. 

These days, when Gallagher looks out to the crashing surf, she sees the teenage daughter she lost 10 years ago. And for her, that is a comforting connection. 

In November 2003 - 10 years from the day that 18-year-old Dana Milam died in a car crash on her way home from Phoenix - Gallagher and a group of family and friends memorialized her in an "eternal reef" off the coast of Texas' South Padre Island. 

The reef, a 3-foot-by-4-foot concrete structure with circular openings, is now under about 72 feet of water, seven miles out in the Gulf of Mexico. For centuries to come, it will serve as a home for fish and other ocean life. 

For the past decade, Gallagher had kept Dana's cremated remains in her Prescott home. 

"I hung onto these ashes because I had no special place to put them," Gallagher said. 

Last year, Gallagher watched a television show on the Discovery Channel that chronicled an innovative program that allows families to incorporate cremated remains of loved ones into the concrete of artificial "reef balls." 

The company then places the reefs in ocean areas where natural reefs have deteriorated. 

Gallagher's daughter-in-law, Kristy Milam, had also watched the television program on Eternal Reefs. Both instantly thought of Dana, and her love of the ocean. 

"Everything seemed so perfect," Gallagher said, noting that the 10-year anniversary of Dana's death was approaching. 

From there, the coincidences kept occurring, helping to reassure Gallagher and her circle of family and friends that this was, indeed, the proper move for Dana's remains. 

