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Artificial reef in Florida will honor lost US submarines
e By The Associated Press
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In this Sunday, May 27, 2018, photo provided by Eternal Reefs, veterans Mark Martin, left, and
Brian Lawrence, who were shipmates aboard the USS Dolphin in the late 1980s, hug during a
dedication for the On Eternal Patrol Memorial Reef in Sarasota, Fla. The memorial will be
installed on the ocean floor about 9 miles off the coast of Sarasota. The monument will honor
more than 4,000 officers and crew members who have died while serving aboard American
military submarines since 1900. Subtropical Storm Alberto’s crossing of the Gulf of Mexico
delayed the installation of the first ball Monday. (Brian Dombrowski/Eternal Reefs via AP)

An undersea monument off Florida's Gulf Coast will honor more than 4,000 officers and crew
members who have died while serving aboard American military submarines since 1900.

The On Eternal Patrol Memorial Reef will be installed on the ocean floor about 9 miles (15
kilometers) from Sarasota.

The artificial reef will consist of 65 balls, each bearing a plaque identifying a submarine lost
while on duty. One additional ball will represent crews and submarines lost in non-sinking
incidents. Each ball weighs 1,300 pounds (590 kilograms) and stands 3 feet (1 meter) tall.

Subtropical Storm Alberto's crossing of the Gulf of Mexico delayed the installation of the first
ball Monday. In a ceremony Sunday, buglers played taps and a military honor guard presented
American flags to representatives for each lost submarine.

https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/artificial-reef-florida-honor-lost-us-submarines-
55490743

https://www.apnews.com/e9265f77c41545888748af3e2e56409f
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