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C Michael Bailey Joins Board of Directors of The Genesis Reef Project

Former NOAA marine scientist brings expertise in recreational fishery management 
and reef site permitting to the Eternal Reefs steering organization 

SARASOTA, Fla. (October 1, 2025) – C Michael Bailey has joined the board of The Genesis Reef 
Project, dba Eternal Reefs, Inc. He is a marine scientist, a shark expert, and has retired from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as recreational fisheries coordinator 
where he was responsible for the Atlantic, the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico. His expertise will 
be key as the creative ocean memorialization non-profit continues to explore and expand the 
locations where reefs can be permitted and placed. 

“I have worked with Michael for nearly three decades and I could not be happier he is joining our 
board as we make important decisions moving forward,” George Frankel, Eternal Reefs CEO, said. 
“His expertise and experience at NOAA will be particularly valuable as we work with the Army 
Corp of Engineers and the EPA to permit new and ongoing artificial reef sites off the coastal United 
States.” 

Eternal Reefs has been offering people a creative ocean memorial alternative to traditional ash 
scattering since 1998. The non-profit incorporates a person’s cremated remains into a gigantic reef 
ball that is placed at the bottom of the ocean as a permanent engineered reef, adding structure and 
mass to nature’s diminishing coral reef structures. Bailey joins board members Frankel and Larry 
Beggs, president and CEO of Reef Innovations.  

The lure of the ocean hit Bailey early in life when he saw his first shark in the waters off the coast of 
Massachusetts as a fifth grader. He just hung out there snorkeling, mesmerized by the shark, while 
all his friends scrambled for the beach. He was hooked. 

Bailey studied to become a shark biologist at Texas A&M University in Galveston and then at the 
University of Maryland under the renowned professor Eugenie Clark, an American ichthyologist 
known for her research on shark behavior and as the founder of Mote Marine Laboratory. Popularly 
known as The Shark Lady, Bailey worked under her studying euryhaline fish like southern stingrays 
and bull sharks on Solomon’s Island, Maryland. He went on to attend graduate school at West 
Virginia University to conduct research at The Marine Science Consortium located on Wallop’s 
Island, Virginia. 



In the 1970s, Bailey studied at Texas A&M University, Galveston and was the assistant curator at 
Galveston’s Sea-Arama Marineworld. From Texas, he moved to Washington, D.C. and was curator 
of The National Aquarium until he went to NOAA in the mid 1990s.  

NOAA is the American scientific and regulatory agency charged with understanding and predicting 
changes in climate, weather, ocean and coasts; conserving and managing coastal and marine 
ecosystems and resources; forecasting weather; and monitoring oceanic and atmospheric conditions. 
For NOAA, Bailey was the coordinator responsible for Fishery Management Plans (FMP) for three 
species: billfish, sharks and swordfish. He researched, developed regulations, and became the first 
FMP coordinator for Atlantic sharks. He was also integral in permitting and establishing reef sites for 
recreational fisheries. His territory was huge: the Atlantic, the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico. 

His favorite shark is the bull shark which he spent much of his career studying in the Chesapeake 
Bay, on both Mexico’s east and west coasts, on Mustang and Padre Islands, on Galveston Island, as 
well as on California’s Baja Peninsula.  

Bailey retired from NOAA in 2013 and learned to be a drone pilot. He often flies over the Gulf, 
capturing video and photos, spotting some bull sharks but always nurse sharks. In addition to 
Florida’s east and west coasts, Bailey’s other favorite spots include Cape May, N.J., Virginia Beach, 
and the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico. He currently lives in Bradenton, Fla. with his wife, and both of 
their daughters live nearby. When he’s not spotting sharks from the water or the air, you might find 
him panning for gold in the north Georgia mountains. 

About Eternal Reefs 
The Genesis Reef Project dba Eternal Reefs, Inc. is a Sarasota-based non-profit organization that 
provides a creative, environmentally enhancing way to memorialize the cremated remains of a loved 
one. Eternal Reefs incorporates cremains into a proprietary concrete mixture used to cast artificial 
reef formations which are then dedicated as permanent memorials which bolster natural coastal reef 
formations. Eternal Reefs pioneered the concept of reef memorialization and, since 1998, the 
organization has placed more than 3,000 Memorial Reefs in 25 locations off the coasts of Florida 
(Atlantic and Gulf coasts) Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and 
Virginia, substantially increasing the ocean’s diminishing reef systems. Memorial reefs can only go 
in properly permitted locations by the U.S. Government. Eternal Reefs has strategic partnerships with 
the Reef Ball Foundation and Reef Innovations. Learn more at www.EternalReefs.com or on the 
company’s Facebook page.  

The Reef Ball Foundation was formed in the late 1980s when friends dove the reefs off Key West on 
their University of Georgia breaks and saw the degradation of the natural coral reef systems. They 
developed the proprietary technology used today, widely considered to be the gold standard of 
engineered reefs worldwide. The organizations have worked in more than 80 countries and managed 
more than 5,000 reef projects representing nearly 2 million reefs worldwide. Eternal Reefs is the non-
profit strategic partner with the Reef Ball Foundation and Reef Innovations and pioneered the 
concept of reef memorialization in 1998. 
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