
 

 

 

Ron R. Lukens to be Memorialized through  
Dedicated Artificial Reefs Along Gulf Coast by Eternal Reefs 

TEXAS GULF COAST (October 8, 2025) – The Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(GSMFC) and the broader marine conservation community will dedicate artificial reefs along the 
Gulf coast to honor the contributions of Ron R. Lukens, a committed leader in fisheries 
management, environmental stewardship, and interstate cooperation throughout the Gulf and 
Atlantic coasts.  

The reefs will be dedicated through Eternal Reefs, a nonprofit that combines ecological 
restoration with personal legacy. One of these memorial reefs will be placed off the north coast 
of Texas on October 13, 2025, serving as a lasting tribute to his commitment to marine 
conservation and community-driven action. 

Ron served for more than 20 years at the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, where he 
rose to the position of Assistant Director, following earlier work at the Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory. Known for his unique ability to bring people together, Ron was instrumental in 
building consensus between states and organizations — particularly between GSMFC and the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC). 

Among his notable achievements: 

• Project Coordinator for the influential “Guidelines for Marine Artificial Reef Materials”, 
published in January 1997, which continues to guide artificial reef development across 
the region. 

• A key figure in the 2007 update to the National Artificial Reef Plan, where he facilitated 
consolidated feedback from GSMFC and ASMFC through all phases of the commenting 
process. 

• Organizer of the highly regarded joint ASMFC/GSMFC Artificial Reef Subcommittee 
meeting in Key West (Winter 2002), an event remembered for its strong participation and 
interstate collaboration. 

Ron Lukens’ work continues to influence policies, practices, and partnerships that support 
healthy marine ecosystems throughout the Gulf of America and beyond. 

 

About Eternal Reefs 

The Genesis Reef Project dba Eternal Reefs, Inc. is a Sarasota-based non-profit organization that 
provides a creative, environmentally enhancing way to memorialize the cremated remains of a 
loved one. Eternal Reefs incorporates cremains into a proprietary concrete mixture used to cast 
artificial reef formations which are then dedicated as permanent memorials which bolster natural 



coastal reef formations. Eternal Reefs pioneered the concept of reef memorialization and, since 
1998, the organization has placed more than 3,000 Memorial Reefs in 25 locations off the coasts 
of Florida (Atlantic and Gulf coasts) Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Texas and Virginia, substantially increasing the ocean’s diminishing reef systems. Memorial 
reefs can only go in properly permitted locations by the U.S. Government. Eternal Reefs has 
strategic partnerships with the Reef Ball Foundation and Reef Innovations. Learn more at 
www.EternalReefs.com or on the company’s Facebook page.  
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